
 

SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

September 19, 2024 
6:00 p.m. 

 

COUNTY COMMISSION MONTHLY MEETING 

 Call to Order by Sheriff Jeff Cassidy 

 Mayor/Chairman Richard Venable presiding. 

 Invocation 

 Pledge to the American Flag 

 Roll Call by Teresa Jacobs, Sullivan County Clerk 

 Proclamation: Sullivan County Day 

 Proclamation: Family Court Awareness Month 

 Appointments: 

1) Drew Deakins to the Sullivan County Regional Planning Commission, term 

September 2024 to September 2028, to fill vacancy caused by expiration of 

term. 

2) Larissa Faulknor to Sullivan County Library Board of Trustees, to fill 

vacancy created by departure of Paula Mullins. 

 Approval of Commission Minutes of August 8, 2024, Rezoning Hearing/Work 
Session Meeting; August 9, 2024, Called Session; and August 15th Monthly 
Meeting (Minutes are provided to commission members electronically and are 
available to the public at www.sullivancountyclerktn.com/commission-minutes) 

 Approval of Notaries Public 

 Public Comment  

 Resolutions 

 Announcements  

 Adjournment 

  



 

Sullivan County 
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session 
 

Item 1 
Resolution No. 2024-09-01 

 
To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 12th day of September 2024. 
 
RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER AMENDMENT(S) TO THE SULLIVAN COUNTY 
ZONING PLAN: ZONING MAP OR THE ZONING RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, the rezoning petition(s) have been duly initiated; have been before the appropriate 
Regional Planning Commission (recommendations enclosed); and shall receive a public hearing as 
required prior to final action from the County Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, such rezoning petition(s) and/or the proposed text amendment(s) will require an 
amendment to the SULLIVAN COUNTY ZONING PLAN – Zoning Map or Zoning Resolution. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Sullivan County, Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby consider rezoning 
petition(s) and/or the Zoning Resolution Text Amendment(s), conduct the appropriate public 
hearing as required by law, and vote upon the proposed amendment(s) individually, by roll 
call vote, and that the vote be valid and binding, and that any necessary amendments to the 
official zoning map or resolution code book be made by the Planning & Codes Department. 
 
All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Duly passed and approved this 12th day of September 2024.   
  
Attested:                                                     Approved                                                        
  Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk                            Richard S. Venable, Mayor  
 
Introduced by: Commissioner Darlene Calton  
Seconded by: Commissioner John Gardner 
 
2024-09-01 ACTIONS: Introduced at rezoning requests public hearing meeting, September 12, 
2024 for immediate vote; approved; two rezoning cases heard and voted on as reflected in County 
Clerk’s minutes. 
 
 
  



 

RESOLUTIONS 
September 19, 2024 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Item 2  Resolution No. 2024-08-07 
 Sponsors: Stidham/Ward 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SULLIVAN COUNTY PURCHASING AGENT TO 
ENTER INTO A TASER 7 BASIC BUNDLE PLAN AGREEMENT WITH AXON 
ENTERPRISE, INC. IN SCOTTSDALE, AZ TO FURNISH THE SULLIVAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE WITH TASERS, HOLSTERS, AND CARTRIDGES. 
 
Item 3  Resolution No. 2024-08-14 (AS AMENDED BY SPONSOR) 
 Sponsors: Ward/Locke (To be amended at Regular Session on September 19) 
A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT A DONATION OF AN UP TO $20,000 FROM THE NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATION SAFE HAVEN BABY BOXES FOR INSTALLATION AND 
INITIAL MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING OF A SAFE HAVEN BABY BOX AT 
BLOOMINGDALE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT THE BOX AND AUTHORIZE A 
CONTRACT FOR FUTURE MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING AT A COST OF 
$1,001.40 PER YEAR. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 4  Resolution No. 2024-09-02 

Sponsors: Crosswhite/Carr 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ALLOCATION OF UP TO $453,226.40 FROM THE 
OPIOID ABATEMENT TRUST FUND TO THREE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
HELPING INDIVIDUALS ACHIEVE AND SUSTAIN RECOVERY. 
 
Item 5  Resolution No. 2024-09-03 
 Sponsors: King/Glover 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MAYOR TO SIGN CONTRACT FOR 
TDOT PROJECT PIN NUMBER 128634.71 FOR SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS NEAR 
VARIOUS LOCAL ROADS IN THE COUNTY (LOCAL ROADS SAFETY INITIATIVE) 
 
Item 6  Resolution No. 2024-09-04 
 Sponsors: Crosswhite /  
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE JUUL SETTLEMENT REIMBURSEMENT 
FOR THE CATCH MY BREATH PROGRAM IN THE 2024-25 BUDGET. 
 
Item 7  Resolution No. 2024-09-05 
 Sponsors: Vanover/Gardner 
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE FY 2025 PUBLIC SCHOOL SECURITY 
GRANT FUNDS IN THE 2024-25 BUDGET. 
  



 

 
 

Item  8  Resolution No. 2024-09-06 
 Sponsors: Vanover/Glover 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PERSONAL PROPERTY DELINQUENT TAX 
RECOVERY PROGRAM. 

 
Item 9  Resolution No. 2024-09-07 

 Sponsors: Gardner /Vanover 
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE FY 2025 INNOVATIVE SCHOOL MODELS (ISM) 
GRANT FUNDS IN THE GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND. 
 
Item 10  Resolution No. 2024-09-08 
 Sponsors: Vanover/Hayes 
A RESOLUTION TO RECORD THE SULLVIAN COUNTY COMMISSION’S 
SUPPORT OF COUNTY DEPARTMENT HEADS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS TO 
CONSIDER FOUR-DAY WORK WEEK OR OTHER OPTIONS TO ALLOW 
FLEXIBILE WORK SCHEDULES, AT THEIR DESCRETION, UNDER SUCH 
CIRCUMSTANCES TO ENHANCE PUBLIC SERVICES AND/OR 
RECRUIT/RETAIN EMLOYEES, WITHOUT ANY REDUCTION IN 
DAYS/HOURS OF ACCESS TO SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
Item 11 Resolution No. 2024-09-09 
 Sponsors: Gardner/Calton 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CHANGE FOR SULLIVAN COUNTY 
EMPLOYEE’S SHARE OF PREMIUM PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE 
INSURANCE PLAN FOR THE 2025 CALENDAR YEAR.   
 
 
 
  



 

 
 

Sullivan County 
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session  
Item 2  

Resolution No. 2024-08-07 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024. 
 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SULLIVAN COUNTY PURCHASING AGENT TO 
ENTER INTO A TASER 7 BASIC BUNDLE PLAN AGREEMENT WITH AXON 
ENTERPRISE, INC. IN SCOTTSDALE, AZ TO FURNISH THE SULLIVAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE WITH TASERS, HOLSTERS, AND CARTRIDGES. 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Offices contract with Axon Enterprise, Inc to supply the 
County with Tasers and Cartridges ended in June of 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office desires to equip, issue, and certify Officers with 
Tasers and Cartridges; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office contacted Axon Enterprise, Inc and discussed their 
exclusive product and the best Package Plan offered to suit Sullivan County Law Enforcement needs; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office has determined the Taser 7 Basic Bundle Package 
Plan, which provides Tasers with a 5-year warranty, a quick replacement program for damaged Tasers 
at no additional cost, an equipment trade-in program at the end of 5 years, Holsters, and Cartridges 
to be paid in Installments over 5 years to be the best option; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office desires to lease 80 Taser 7’s with Holster and 
Cartridges from Axon Enterprise, Inc. under the Taser 7 Basic Bundle Package Plan. 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office currently budgets $23,280 for Tasers; therefore, 
we are requesting that the Sullivan County Commission help find funding for the remaining increase 
in cost over the next 5 years.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan 
County, Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session, hereby authorize the Sullivan County 
Purchasing Agent to execute an agreement to lease eighty (80) Tasers with accessories @ 
$47,383.94 the first year and $65,313.36 for the four remaining fiscal years totaling $308,637.38 
with Axon Enterprise, Inc. as recommended by the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office, expiring 
2028.  
 
The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office will be requesting additional funding in FY 24-25 of 
$24,103.94 from County Undesignated Fund Balance and additional funding each of the 
following 4 fiscal years of $42,033.36 per year until 2028 from County Undesignated Fund 
Balance. 
  
This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and 
the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 



 

 
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2024. 
 
 
Attested: ____________________________   Approved: ______________________________ 
                Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk                                    Richard S. Venable, County Mayor  
 
Sponsored by: Commissioner Gary Stidham  
Prime Co-Sponsor: Commissioner Travis Ward 
 
2024-08-07 Actions: Introduced at Work Session on August 8, 2024, waiver of rules requested.  
Sponsor placed on first reading and rolled to September calendar to gather additional 
information. Reviewed during Work Session on September 12 and sponsor asked to move to 
September 19 Monthly Meeting Agenda. 
      
  



 

 

Sul l ivan County  
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session 
AS AMENDED BY SPONSORS 

Item 3 
Resolution No. 2024-08-14 

 
To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 15th day of August 2024. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT A DONATION OF AN UP TO $20,000 FROM THE NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATION SAFE HAVEN BABY BOXES FOR INSTALLATION AND 
INITIAL MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING OF A SAFE HAVEN BABY BOX AT 
BLOOMINGDALE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT THE BOX AND AUTHORIZE A 
CONTRACT FOR FUTURE MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING AT A COST OF 
$1,001.40 PER YEAR. 
 
WHEREAS, each year across our nation mothers in crisis abandon their infant in ways that endanger 
or kill the infant; and 
 
WHEREAS, the mother’s fear of being identified has been noted as a prime motive for abandonment 
of an infant rather than face-to-face surrender of the infant to a medical or emergency response 
location; and 
 
WHERAS, Safe Have Baby Boxes (SHBB) was founded in 2015 with a mission of preventing illegal 
abandonment of newborns, raising awareness, offering 24/7 hotline assistance to mothers in crisis, 
and promoting the installation of “Baby Box Drop Off” locations as a last resort for women who want 
to maintain complete anonymity; and 
 
WHEREAS, SHBB has agreed to donate up to $20,000 for installation of a Baby Box in Sullivan 
County; and 
 
WHEREAS, installation of the Baby Box will be of no cost to Sullivan County as it is an in-kind 
donation to SHBB from Knoxville-based Sylvan Inc.; and 
 
WHEREAS, The SHBB donation to Sullivan County’s Baby Box will include: $1,510 to cover a 36-
month security monitoring fee; and a $500 yearly maintenance fee; and 
 
WHEREAS, after the 36-month contract for the security monitoring Sullivan County will incur the 
cost at $41.95 per month ($501.40 per year); and after the first year Sullivan County will incur an 
annual maintenance fee of $500; and 
 
WHEREAS, all fees are covered by sources other than Sullivan County for the first five years of 
operation of the Safe Haven Baby Box; and 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated cost of necessary repairs to the BVFD Fire Hall’s generator, and updating 
existing signage fronting the roadway to alert the public of the Baby Box’s location there, is $5,000. 
 



 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Sullivan County Commission approves 
acceptance of the initial donation of up to $20,000 to cover initial costs of installation of a Safe 
Haven Baby Box in the county. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Sullivan County Commission authorizes a five-year Baby 
Box contract in which a clause allows either party to exit the agreement with 60 days’ notice, 
with an estimated ongoing cost to Sullivan County of up to $1,001.40 per year. 
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Sullivan County Commission approves allocation of 
up to $5,000 to fund repairs to the generator at Bloomingdale Volunteer Fire Department and 
updating existing signage fronting the roadway to identify the location of the Safe Haven Baby 
Box. 
 
This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and 
the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2023. 
 
 
Attest: ________________________ Approve: __________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk    Richard S. Venable, County Mayor   
 
 
SPONSOR: Travis Ward 
COSPONSORS: Hunter Locke, Zane Vanover, Joe Carr, Gary Stidham, Jessica Means, Hershal 
Glover, Cheryl Harvey 
 
2024-08-14 ACTIONS: Introduced with request for waiver of the rules and immediate vote at Regular 
Session on August 15, 2024; Sponsor moved to change to First Reading and roll to September 
calendar. At Work Session on September 12, Sponsor Travis Ward announced intent to amend 
resolution at Regular Session on September 19 to include location of box (Bloomingdale Volunteer 
Fire Department) and request $5,000 one-time investment by county to upgrade the building’s 
generator and installation of a sign fronting the roadway to advertise the Save Haven Baby Box being 
located there.  
 
 

 

 

 

  



 

Sul l ivan County  
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session 
Item 4 

Resolution No. 2024-09-02 
 
To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ALLOCATION OF UP TO $453,226.40 FROM THE 
OPIOID ABATEMENT TRUST FUND TO THREE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
HELPING INDIVIDUALS ACHIEVE AND SUSTAIN RECOVERY. 
 
WHEREAS, Sullivan County received a total of $735,949.15 on February 28, 2023, from the 
Abatement Trust Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, the county shall obligate all funds for specific purpose within a two-year timeframe 
from date of receipt of such funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sullivan County’s Opioid Advisory Committee recommends allocating the following 
amounts from the February 28, 2023, receipts to the following non-profit organizations: 
$206,013.20 to Recovery Resources TN; $167,213.20 to Bridge to Shore Recovery Organization; 
and $80,0000 to Families Free, Inc. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Sullivan County Commission meeting in 
Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024 approves allocation of $206,013.20 to 
Recovery Resources TN; $167,213.20 to Bridge to Shore Recovery Organization; and 
$80,0000 to Families Free, Inc. Accounts and codes to be assigned by the Finance Department. 
 
This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and 
the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
 
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2023. 
 
 
 Attest: ________________________          Approve: __________________________ 

 Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk     Richard S. Venable, County 
Mayor      
 
 
Sponsored by: Joyce Crosswhite 
Cosponsors: Joe Carr, Archie Pierce 
 

WAIVER OF RULES REQUESTED 
 
2024-09-02 ACTIONS: Draft reviewed at Work Session on September 12, 2024. Resolution 
introduced at Monthly Meeting on September 19. 
 
  



 

 
Sul l i van  County  

Board of County Commissioners 
244th Annual Session 

Item 5  
Resolution No. 2024-09-03 

 
To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan 
County Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024. 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MAYOR TO SIGN CONTRACT FOR 
TDOT PROJECT PIN NUMBER 128634.71, WHICH INCLUDES MOUNTAIN VIEW 
DRIVE. 

WHEREAS, The Tennessee Department of Transportation is set to begin safety improvements 
long-planned for roadways under the maintenance of the Sullivan County Highway Department; 
and 

WHEREAS, TDOT has reached an agreement with Norfolk Southern Railway regarding 
construction related to this project in reference to property owned and maintained by the railroad 
company; and 

WHEREAS, TDOT has asked for Sullivan County to sign an agreement to acknowledge ownership 
and accept responsibility for future maintenance of the road improvements; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of the project requires no matching funds from Sullivan County; however, 
TDOT has asked Sullivan County to sign an agreement to accept ownership and future maintenance 
of the roadways included in the project; and 

WHEREAS, the county attorney advises the full Sullivan County Commission must vote by 
majority to authorize the mayor to sign the agreement, due to potential future expenditures. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Sullivan County Commission authorizes Mayor Richard 
Venable to sign the agreement with TDOT (contract attached) for project PIN number 128634.71. 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be 
and the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 

Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2024. 
 
 
Attest: ________________________          Approve: __________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk     Richard S. Venable, County Mayor 
 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner Dwight King 
Cosponsor: Commissioner Hershel Glover 
 
2024-09-03 ACTIONS: Draft reviewed at Work Session on September 12, 2024. Resolution 
introduced at Monthly Meeting on September 19. 



 

 

  



 



 



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

Sul l i van  County  
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session 
Item 6  

Resolution No. 2024-09-04 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024. 
 

RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE JUUL SETTLEMENT REIMBURSEMENT 
FOR THE CATCH MY BREATH PROGRAM IN THE 2024-25 BUDGET. 
 

WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Department of Education has received funding through 
the JUUL settlement and has chosen to utilize those funds to offset the cost of educating 
students on the effects of vaping and/or smoking through the Catch My Breath program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the funds granted to Sullivan County Department of Education for the 2024-
25 year are $12,169.82; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Sullivan County, Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby authorizes the 
Sullivan County Department of Education to recognize said reimbursement; not to 
exceed the above amount ($12,169.82).  The revenue and expenditure account codes 
for the grant are as follows: 
 

Account 
Number Account Description Amount 

44180 Expenditure Credit    12,169.82 
72210-189-724 Other Salaries & Wages 7,500.00 
72210-201-724 Social Security 475.00 
72210-204-724 State Retirement 675.00 
72210-212-724 Employer Medicare 110.00 
72210-499-724 Other Supplies & Mtls 3,409.82 

 
 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage.  All resolutions in conflict herewith 
be and the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 

Approved this 19th day of September 2024. 
 
Attest: ________________________           Approve: __________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk      Richard S. Venable, County Mayor      
 
 

Sponsored By: Commissioner Joyce Crosswhite 
Co-Sponsor(s): Commissioner Sam Jones 
 



 

2024-09-04 ACTIONS: Draft reviewed at Work Session on September 12 as submitted by 
Sullivan County Department of Education with no sponsor/cosponsor. Commissioner Joyce 
Crosswhite said she would sponsor and submit for addition to agenda for Monthly Meeting on 
September 19. Commissioner Sam Jones said he would cosponsor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
Sul l i van  County  

Board of County Commissioners 
244th Annual Session 

Item 7  
Resolution No. 2024-09-05 

 
To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024. 
 

RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE FY 2025 PUBLIC SCHOOL SECURITY 
GRANT FUNDS IN THE 2024-25 BUDGET. 
 

WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Department of Education has received funding through 
the state of Tennessee to support school security; and 
 
WHEREAS, the funds granted to Sullivan County Department of Education for the 2024-
25 year are $10,935.62; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Sullivan County, Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby authorizes the 
Sullivan County Department of Education to recognize said grant funds; not to 
exceed the above amount ($10,935.62).  The revenue and expenditure account codes 
for the grant are as follows: 
 

Account 
Number 

Account Description Amount 

46980-719 Other State Grants 10,935.62 
72620-790-719 Other Equipment 10,935.62 

 
 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage.  All resolutions in conflict herewith 
be and the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 

 
Approved this 19th day of September 2024. 
 
Attest: ________________________           Approve: __________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk       Richard S. Venable, County Mayor      
 
 

Sponsored By: Commissioner Zane Vanover 
Co-Sponsor: Commissioner John Gardner 
 
2024-09-05 ACTIONS: Draft reviewed at Work Session on September 12 as submitted by 
Sullivan County Department of Education with no sponsor/cosponsor. Commissioner Zane 
Vanover said he would sponsor and submit for addition to agenda for Monthly Meeting on 
September 19. Commissioner John Gardner said he would cosponsor. 
 
 



 

Sul l i van  County  
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session 
Item 8  

Resolution No. 2024-09-06 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan 

County Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024. 
 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PERSONAL PROPERTY DELINQUENT TAX 
RECOVERY PROGRAM. 

 
WHEREAS on April 1 of each year real property taxes having a delinquency period of over two 
years (i.e. 2022 taxes were transferred April 1, 2024) are transferred to the Clerk & Master per 
state statute; in addition, Sullivan County has traditionally transferred delinquent personal 
property taxes as of the same period of delinquency to the Clerk & Master although not required 
by state statute; and 

 
WHEREAS T.C.A. § 67-5-2004 authorizes the County trustee to retain an agent to collect 
delinquent tangible personal property taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS American Financial Credit Services provides recovery and resolution services for 
a variety of government debt, specializing in delinquent personal property tax and currently 
services 200 counties across eight states; and 
 
WHEREAS Sumner County has issued a Request for Proposal and entered into a Vendor Service 
Agreement with American Financial Credit Services (AFCS) as of August 19, 2024; and  
 
WHEREAS T.C.A. § 12-3-1203 allows other counties seeking the same service to “piggyback” 
off Sumner County’s contract; and 
 
WHEREAS the Request for Proposal and Vendor Service Agreement has been reviewed by the 
Sullivan County Purchasing and approved for use; and 
 
WHEREAS the Sullivan County Trustee wishes to enter a contract with American Financial 
Credit Services at no cost to the County to collect delinquent personal property taxes and 
increase revenue for the County. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Sullivan County, Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby approves the Sullivan 
County Trustee, Angela Taylor, to enter a contract a Vendor Service Agreement with 
American Financial Credit Services for the collection of delinquent personal property 
taxes at no cost to Sullivan County.  

 

 

 

 

CONTINUED 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect from and after its 
passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the same rescinded insofar as such 
conflict exists. 

 
Approved this  day of  , 2024. 

 

Attest: _____________________________    Approve: ________________________________   

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk             Richard S. Venable, County Mayor 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner Zane Vanover 
Cosponsors: Commissioners Hershel Glover, Larry Crawford, Joyce Crosswhite, Hunter 
Locke, Mark Ireson, Cheryl Harvey 
 
2024-09-06 ACTIONS: Draft reviewed at Work Session on September 12. Commissioner 
Zane Vanover noted Trustee Angela Taylor attended a meeting that morning of the Sullivan 
County Financial Management Committee, which voted to recommend the proposal. 
Commissioner Sam Jones requested Trustee Angela Taylor be available to answer questions 
if resolution is introduced at Monthly Meeting on September 19. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Sul l i van  County  
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session 
Item 9 

Resolution No. 2024-09-07 
 

 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024. 
 
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE FY 2025 INNOVATIVE SCHOOL MODELS (ISM) 
GRANT FUNDS IN THE GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND. 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Department of Education has received funding through the state 
of Tennessee to support the Innovative School Models; and 
 
WHEREAS, the funds granted to Sullivan County Department of Education for the 2024-25 year 
are $1,599,998.84.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Sullivan County, Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby authorizes the Sullivan 
County Department of Education to recognize said grant funds in the General Purpose School 
Fund; not to exceed the above amount ($1,599,998.84).  The revenue and expenditure account 
codes for the grant are as follows: 

Account Number Account Description Amount 

46790-717 Other State Grants 1,599,998.84 

71100-700-717 Capital Outlay 143,000.00 

71300-100-717 Personnel 90,811.00 

71300-200-717 Employee Benefits 26,000.00 

71300-400-717 Supplies & Materials 137,000.00 

71300-700-717 Capital Outlay 89,180.84 

72230-300-717 Contracted Services 20,000.00 

72230-500-717 Other Charges 5,800.00 

72710-300-717 Contracted Services 13,690.00 

76100-300-717 Contracted Services 33,068.00 

76100-700-717 Capital Outlay 1,041,449.00 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage.  All resolutions in conflict herewith be 
and the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Approved this 19th day of September 2024. 
 
Attest: ________________________           Approve: __________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk     Richard S. Venable, County Mayor      
 
Sponsored By: Commission John Gardner 
Co-Sponsor: Commissioner Zane Vanover 
 



 

2024-09-07 ACTIONS: Draft reviewed at Work Session on September 12 as submitted by 
Sullivan County Department of Education with no sponsor/cosponsor. Commissioner Zane 
Vanover said he would sponsor and submit for addition to agenda for Monthly Meeting on 
September 19. Commissioner John Gardner said he would cosponsor. 
ACTIONS: ACTIONS: Draft reviewed at Work Session on September 12 as submitted by 
Sullivan County Department of Education with no sponsor/cosponsor. Commissioner Zane 
Vanover said he would sponsor and submit for addition to agenda for Monthly Meeting on 
September 19. Commissioner John Gardner said he would cosponsor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Sul l i van  County  
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session 
Item 10 

Resolution No. 2024-09-08 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan 
County Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th day of September 2024. 
 
A RESOLUTION TO RECORD THE SULLVIAN COUNTY COMMISSION’S 
SUPPORT OF COUNTY DEPARTMENT HEADS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS TO 
CONSIDER FOUR-DAY WORK WEEK OR OTHER OPTIONS TO ALLOW 
FLEXIBILE WORK SCHEDULES, AT THEIR DESCRETION, UNDER SUCH 
CIRCUMSTANCES TO ENHANCE PUBLIC SERVICES AND/OR 
RECRUIT/RETAIN EMLOYEES, WITHOUT ANY REDUCTION IN 
DAYS/HOURS OF ACCESS TO SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Commission is proud of its departments and offices and 
the appointed or elected officials who run them, and especially appreciative of the dedicated 
employees who are the backbone of the public services provided by the county; and 
 
WHEREAS, some studies have shown that a four-day work week may be beneficial to both 
employers and employees; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Commission supports efforts to maximize opportunities 
for the best public service possible, while balancing that with opportunities to enhance the 
workplace environment of the county’s employees. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Sullivan County Commission is on record as 
supporting consideration of benefits, if any, to a four-day work week by any department head 
or elected official who wishes to consider options which would not eliminate public services 
being available Mondays through Fridays and at not additional cost to the county. 
 
This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and 
the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Duly passed and approved this 19th day of September 2024. 
 
 
Attest: ________________________ Approve: __________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk    Richard S. Venable, County Mayor   
 
 
SPONSOR: Commissioner Zane Vanover 
COSPONSOR: Commissioner David Hayes 
 
2024-09-08 ACTION: Introduced at Monthly Meeting on September 19, 2024 on First 
Reading. 
 



 

Sul l i van  County  
Board of County Commissioners 

244th Annual Session 
Item 11 

Resolution No. 2024-09-09 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan 
County Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 19th  day of September 2024.  
  
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CHANGE FOR SULLIVAN COUNTY 
EMPLOYEE’S SHARE OF PREMIUM PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE 
INSURANCE PLAN FOR THE 2025 CALENDAR YEAR.   
  
WHEREAS Sullivan County has participated in the State of Tennessee local 
government insurance pool for approximately 9 years and each year the State updates 
the cost for local government to participate in the plan; and,  
  
WHEREAS Sullivan County participation in the Local Government Employee Insurance 
pool enrollment period starts October 1 through October 31, 2024; and,    
  
WHEREAS State of Tennessee has designated a 1.6 percentage increase based upon the 
participating employee’s coverage level; and,   
  
WHEREAS the employer’s share (Sullivan County) has been funded in the 2025 FY’s 
approved budget for each department.   
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Sullivan County, Tennessee, assembled in regular Session, hereby approves the 1.6% 
increase in the employee monthly share of cost based upon the employee’s level of 
participation as follows:  
  

Employees only coverage by $1.29  
   Employee Plus Children $2.34  

Employee plus Spouse $2.61  
Employee plus family $3.57   
   

See attached schedule for more details.  
  

(Waiver of the Rules requested)  
  

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict 
herewith be and the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists.  
  
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2024.  
  
  
Attested: _____________________________  Approved: ______________________________  
                     Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk                                                 Richard S. Venable, County Mayor   
  
Sponsor: Commissioner John Garder  
Co-Sponsors: Commissioner Darlene Calton, Commissioner Sam Jones  



 

2024-09-09 ACTION: Introduced at Monthly Meeting on September 19, 2024, waiver of 
rules requested for immediate vote. 
 
  
 
  
  

STATE HEALTH INSURANCE LIMITED PLAN  
Monthly Rates for Employees  

   2025 2024 Difference 
Employee Only  $81.75 $80.46 $1.29 
Employee Plus Child  $148.71 $146.37 $2.34 
Employee Plus Spouse  $165.91 $163.30 $2.61 
Employee Plus Family  $226.83 $223.26 $3.57 
  
  
 


