Sullivan County Property Owners,
As your Assessor of Property, I want to briefly explain how reappraisal and property taxes work in Tennessee.
Our system has three steps:
1. Reappraisal
Tennessee law requires all properties to be updated to current market value through a reappraisal process. For 2025, this included over 88,000 properties across Sullivan County.
2. Certified Tax Rate
After values are updated, the Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury calculates the Certified Tax Rate. The Certified Tax Rate is adjusted to keep total county revenue about the same as the previous year. Just like each property is different, each property owner’s revaluation will reflect the current market value in their area. 
3. Adoption of the Tax Rate
The County Governing Body (County Commission) and City Councils review the Certified Tax Rate. In order to maintain a balanced budget, the County Governing Body and City Councils can increase the Certified Tax Rate.
What this means for you:
· Even if your property value increases, your tax bill may not. 
· When values go up, the certified tax rate typically goes down.
· Did you know? Tennessee uses fractional assessments, meaning Residential Property is taxed at just 25% of its appraised value. 
The goal is simple: keep taxes fair and consistent for property owners countywide.
Our office is required by state law to determine fair market value using standards set by the Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury to ensure equitable assessments for all.
Sullivan County Board of Equalization meets annually. 2026 property value appeal appointments can be made from May 1, 2026 - June 1,2026 by calling 423-323-6455.
