
1 
 

SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

Order of Business 
July 9, 2026 

6:00 p.m. 

COUNTY COMMISSION REZONING HEARING & WORK SESSION 

 

 Call to Order by Sheriff Jeff Cassidy 

 Chairman John Gardner presiding 

 Invocation 

 Pledge to the American Flag 

 Roll Call by Teresa Jacobs, Sullivan County Clerk 

Rezoning Hearing 

Item 1 Resolution No. 2026-07-01 
Sponsors: Calton/Hayes 
RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER AMENDMENT(S) TO THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY ZONING PLAN: ZONING MAP OR THE ZONING RESOLUTION 
 

Case 1) Wade & Donna Hughes, 4880 Bristol Highway, Piney Flats, R-1 to B-4, for the 
purpose of operating a contractor’s laydown yard. 5th Commission District. 
 
Public Hearing on Case #1/Hughes 
 

Vote on Case #1/Hughes 
 

WORK SESSION 

 Public Hearing on non-agenda items. 
 Public Hearing on agenda items. 
 Review of Old Business/Drafts of Potential New Business 
 Announcements 
 Adjournment 
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Sullivan County 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Rezoning Hearing 

Item 1 
Resolution No. 2026-07-01 

 
To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 9th day of July 2026. 
 
RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER AMENDMENT(S) TO THE SULLIVAN COUNTY ZONING 
PLAN: ZONING MAP OR THE ZONING RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS the rezoning petition(s) have been duly initiated; have been before the appropriate Regional 
Planning Commission (recommendations enclosed); and shall receive a public hearing as required prior to 
final action from the County Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS such rezoning petition(s) and/or the proposed text amendment(s) will require an amendment 
to the SULLIVAN COUNTY ZONING PLAN – Zoning Map or Zoning Resolution. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan 
County, Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby consider rezoning petition(s) and/or the 
Zoning Resolution Text Amendment(s), conduct the appropriate public hearing as required by law, 
and vote upon the proposed amendment(s) individually, by roll call vote, and that the vote be valid 
and binding, and that any necessary amendments to the official zoning map or resolution code book 
be made by the Planning & Codes Department. 
 
All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Duly passed and approved this 11th day of June 2026.   
  
Reviewed by Chairman:  _________________________________ 
    John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission 
 
ATTEST:  ____________________________________ 
      Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk, Sullivan County 
 
 
Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this the __________ day of 
______________________, 20____ at or about the following time _____________ by the following 
method:   _____________________________________________________________. 
 
____________________________________ 
County Clerk, Sullivan County 
 

CONTINUED 
 

 
 



3 
 

 

Item 1 
Resolution No. 2026-07-01 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County:  ________________________________ 
        Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:      ________________________________ 
       Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of _______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:  
_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 
      ________________________________ 

                Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Introduced by: Commissioner Darlene Calton  
Seconded by: Commissioner David Hayes 
ACTIONS:   
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Old Business 

 
Item 1  Resolution No. 2026-04-02       

Sponsors: Stidham/Gardner 
RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE PETWORKS ANIMAL SERVICES FOR $50,000 FOR 
THE DAY-TO-DAY OPERATION OF THE SHELTER. 
 
Item 2  Resolution No. 2026-06-16   

Sponsors: King/Calton 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE VARIOUS SCHOOL FUNDS 
OF SULLIVAN COUNTY, TENNESSEE, FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026, AND ENDING 
JUNE 30, 2027.            
 
Item 3  Resolution No. 2026-06-17 

Sponsors: King/Calton 
RESOLUTION SETTING THE TAX LEVY FOR THE SULLIVAN COUNTY, TENNESSEE, GENERAL 
PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026. 
 
New Business 
 
Item 4  Resolution 2026-07-02 
 Sponsors: Crosswhite/Calton 
RESOLUTION TO SELL COUNTY OWNED DELINQUENT TAX PROPERTIES 
 
Item 5  Resolution 2026-07-03 
 Sponsors: Vanover/Crosswhite 
RESOLUTION TO SELL COUNTY OWNED DELINQUENT TAX PROPERTIES 
 
Item 6  Resolution 2026-07-04 
 Sponsors: Gardner/Crosswhite 
RESOLUTION TO SELL COUNTY OWNED DELINQUENT TAX PROPERTIES 
 
Item 7  Resolution 2026-07-05 
 Sponsors: Vanover/Crosswhite 
RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND BUDGET BY 
APPROPRIATING ROLLOVER AND NEW GRANT FUNDS FOR THE GEAR UP GRANT FROM EAST 
TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY (ETSU) 
 
Item 8  Resolution 2026-07-06 
 Sponsors: Crosswhite/King 
RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE UP TO $100,000 OF SULLIVAN COUNTY OCCUPANCY TAX 
REVENUES TO FUND NECESSARY REPAIRS TO VITAL, COUNTY-OWNED HISTORIC 
STRUCTURES AND SITES IN HISTORIC BLOUNTVILLE 
 
Item 9  Resolution 2026-07-07 
 Sponsors: Harvey/Stidham 
RESOLUTION TO MAKE A ONE-TIME CONTRIBUTION OF $50,000 TO SECOND HARVEST FOOD 
BANK OF NORTHEAST TENNESSEE TO HELP FUND THE AGENCY’S FOOD BACKPACK 
PROGRAM FOR THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR TO PROVIDE NUTRITIOUS MEALS TO SULLIVAN 
COUNTY STUDENTS IN NEED OF FOOD AT HOME 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 01  

  Resolution No. 2026-04-02 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Mayor of Sullivan County, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 18th day of June 2026. 

RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE PETWORKS ANIMAL SERVICES+ FOR 
$50,000 FOR THE DAY TO DAY OPERATION OF THE SHELTER. 

WHEREAS, PETWORKS is dedicated to providing the best possible care to lost and homeless animals 
and strives to end animal suffering and animal overpopulation through progressive and proactive policies 
and programs, including adoption, rescue, spay/neuter, and responsible ownership education. 

WHEREAS, PETWORKS currently provides animal control services to the City of Kingsport and accepts 
animals that are dropped off at the shelter from anywhere in the Sullivan County area. 

WHEREAS, the PETWORKS Board of Directors has agreed to provide animal control services for the 
rural unincorporated area of West Sullivan County. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, assembled in regular Session, hereby approves funding for the PETWORKS Animal Services 
in the amount of $50,000. This amount is to be funded from the Fund Balance of the General Fund or 
other available funding. 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage.  All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the 
same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Duly adopted this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
 
Reviewed by Chairman: _________________________________ 

 John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission. 
 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ 

 Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 
 

Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this ____day of__________, 20____ at or about 
the following time ______by the following method: ___________. 
____________________________________  
Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk. 
 

CONTINUED 
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Item 01  
  Resolution No. 2026-04-02 

 
ACTION BY MAYOR 

 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County: ________________________________  

Mayor, Sullivan County 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:________________________________  

Mayor, Sullivan County 
 

Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of_______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:_________________________________. 
_________________________ 
Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner Gary Stidham 
Cosponsor: Commissioner John Gardner 
ACTIONS: 04/09/26 (Work Session) To be considered on 1st Reading at regular session on 04/16/26; 
04/16/26 (Regular Session) Placed on 1st Reading; 05/14/26 (Work Session) To be considered at Regular 
Session on 05/21/26; 05/21/26 (Regular Session) Deferred by Sponsor; 06/11/26 (Work Session) Sponsor 
plans to defer until July meeting; 06/18/26 (Regular Session); Sponsor defers until July meeting. 
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AS AMENDED BY SPONSOR FOR DISTRIBUTION 6/18/2026 
 

SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 01  

  Resolution No. 2026-04-02 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Mayor of Sullivan County, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 18th day of June 2026. 

RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE PETWORKS ANIMAL SERVICES+ FOR $50,000 
FOR THE DAY TO DAY OPERATION OF THE SHELTER. 

WHEREAS, PETWORKS is dedicated to providing the best possible care to lost and homeless animals 
and strives to end animal suffering and animal overpopulation through progressive and proactive policies 
and programs, including adoption, rescue, spay/neuter, and responsible ownership education. 

WHEREAS, PETWORKS currently provides animal control services to the City of Kingsport and accepts 
animals that are dropped off at the shelter from anywhere in the Sullivan County area. 

WHEREAS, PETWORKS is providing care for animals that are seriously injured or seriously 
malnourished from Sullivan County cruelty cases. These animals require extensive veterinary care and 
long rehabilitation periods before they can put up for adoption or adopted. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, assembled in regular Session, hereby approves funding for the PETWORKS Animal Services 
in the amount of $50,000. This amount is to be funded from the Fund Balance of the General Fund or 
other available funding. 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the 
same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 

Duly adopted this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 

Reviewed by Chairman: _________________________________ 

John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission. 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this ____day of__________, 20____ at or about 
the following time ______by the following method: ___________. 

____________________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk. 
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ACTION BY MAYOR 
 

Item 01  
  Resolution No. 2026-04-02 

Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County: ________________________________ 

Mayor, Sullivan County 

Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:________________________________ 

Mayor, Sullivan County 

Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of_______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:_________________________________. 

_________________________ 

Mayor, Sullivan County 

Sponsor: Commissioner Gary Stidham 

Cosponsor: Commissioner John Gardner 

ACTIONS: 04/09/26 (Work Session) To be considered on 1st Reading at regular session on 04/16/26. 

04/16/26 (Regular Session) Placed on 1st Reading 05/14/26 (Work Session) To be considered at Regular 
Session on 05/21/26; 05/21/26 (Regular Session) Deferred by Sponsor; 06/11/26 (Work Session) Sponsor 
plans to defer until July meeting. 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 1 

  Resolution No. 2026-06-16 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 18th day of June 2026. 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
THE VARIOUS SCHOOL  FUNDS 

OF 
SULLIVAN COUNTY, TENNESSEE, FOR THE 

YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2027            
 

SECTION 1.  BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, assembled in session on the 18th day of June, 2026 approves that the amounts set out are 
hereby appropriated for the purpose of meeting the expenses of the various School funds of Sullivan 
County, Tennessee for the year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027 according to the 
following schedule:  

 

GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND (141)  

71100 Regular Instruction Program - Direct 
            

47,729,396  

71200 Special Education Program - Direct 
              

7,121,600  

71300 Vocational Education Program - Direct 
              

3,805,000  

72120 Health Services 
              

1,710,378  

72130 Other Student Support 
              

2,826,500  

72210 Regular Instruction Program - Indirect 
              

4,568,160  

72220 Special Education Program - Indirect 
                     
478,000  

72230 Vocational Education Program - Indirect 
                 

153,925  
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72250 Education Technology 
                 

532,950  

72310 Board of Education 
              

2,515,900  

72320 Office of Superintendent 
                 

477,550  

72410 Office of Principal 
              

7,517,000  

72510 Fiscal Service 
                   

51,250  

72520 Human Services / Personnel 
                 

264,375  

72610 Operation of Plant 
              

8,387,750  

72620 Maintenance of Plant 
              

4,308,300  

72710 Transportation  
              

7,076,050  

73300 Community Services 
                   

30,785  

73400 Early Childhood Education 
              

1,424,670  

76100 Regular Capital Outlay 
              

1,693,400  

82230 Debt Service 
                 

264,048  

99100 Operating Transfers 
                 

379,325  

 Total General Purpose School 
 $       

103,316,312  

   

SCHOOL CAFETERIA FUND (143)  

73100 Food Service 
              

7,084,758  
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 Total School Cafeteria Fund 
 $           

7,084,758  

   

   

DISCOVERY ACADEMY FUND (145)  

73400 Early Childhood Education 
                 

240,000  

 Total Discovery Academy Fund 
 $              

240,000  

   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the budget (appropriation accounts and revenue sources) for 
the School Federal Projects Fund shall be the budget approved for separate projects within the 
fund by the Tennessee Department of Education and presented in this budget document.  

SECTION 1. BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that any amendment to the budget shall be approved 
pursuant to Chapter 46 Private Acts of 2020.  A copy of all budget amendments to be presented to 
the Budget Committee shall be filed with the Office of Finance Director for review before close for 
business on the day before the scheduled meeting.  Any requisition not approved for processing due 
to impact on cash flow and returned to the Purchasing Department may be presented to the Budget 
Committee for consideration by the Finance Director or upon request by the requisitioning 
department.     

SECTION 2, BE FURTHER RESOLVED, the aggregate expenditure for any item of appropriation 
shall in no instance be more than the amount herein appropriated for such item.  

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT all grant appropriations reflected in this 
document are approved and shall continue for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027; however, if 
funding should be discontinued by the respective government agency, the appropriations and 
participation in the grant program are discontinued.  

SECTION 4.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any resolution which may hereafter be 
presented to the Board of County Commissioners providing for appropriations in addition to those 
made by this Budget Appropriation Resolution shall specifically provide sufficient revenue or other 
funds, actually to be provided during the year in which the expenditure is to be made, to meet such 
additional appropriation. for which the amendment is  

SECTION 5. BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the delinquent County property taxes for the year 
2025 and prior years and the interest and penalty thereon collected during the year ending June 30, 
2027, shall be apportioned to the various County funds according to the subdivision of the tax levy 
for the year 2025. The Clerk and Master and the Trustee are hereby authorized and directed to 
make such an apportionment accordingly.  
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SECTION 6. BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that all unencumbered balances of appropriations 
remaining at the end of the year shall lapse, and be of no further effect at the end of the year at 
June 30, 2027 unless specifically directed by this body otherwise. These designations shall be 
calculated by the Office of Finance Director as June of 30th of each year dependent upon available 
funding or redirection by this body. 

SECTION 7. BE FURTHER RESOLVED that any resolution or part of a resolution which has 
heretofore been passed by the Board of County Commissioners which is in conflict and provision in 
this resolution be and the same is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 8. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect from and after its 
passage and its provisions shall be in force from and after July 1, 2027. This resolution shall be 
spread upon the minutes of the Board of County Commissioners.  
 
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
 
Reviewed by Chairman: _________________________________ 

 John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission. 
 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ 
 Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

 
Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this ____day of__________, 20____ at or about 
the following time ______by the following method: ___________. 
____________________________________  
Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk. 
 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County: ________________________________  

Mayor, Sullivan County 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:________________________________  

Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of_______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:_________________________________. 
_________________________ 
Mayor, Sullivan County 
 

Sponsor: Commissioner Dwight King 
Cosponsors: Commissioner Darlene Calton; Commissioner David Akard; Commissioner Joyce 
Crosswhite; Commissioner John Gardner; Commissioner Mark Ireson; Commissioner Sam 
Jones; Commissioner Zane Vanover 

ACTIONS: 06/18/26 (Regular Session) 1st Reading; 06/29/26 (Called Session) Failed 4 Yes, 16 No, 
4 Absent 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 2 

  Resolution No. 2026-06-17 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 18th day of June 2026. 
 

RESOLUTION SETTING THE TAX LEVY FOR 
THE SULLIVAN COUNTY, TENNESSEE, GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND 

FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026 
 
 
SECTION 1. BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners approve the 
combined property tax rate for Sullivan County, Tennessee, for the Fiscal Year General Purpose 
School Fund year beginning July 1, 2026; that said tax rate shall include the tax rate to provide 
$16,100,608 on each $100.00 of taxable property pursuant to the overall certified tax rate.  
 
SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all resolutions approved by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Sullivan County, Tennessee, which are in conflict with this resolution 
are hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution takes effect from and after its 
passage, the public welfare requiring it. This resolution shall be spread upon the minutes of the 
Board of County Commissioners and integrated into the 2026-2027 Budget Document upon its 
approval by the Sullivan County Commission. 
 
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
 
Reviewed by Chairman: _________________________________ 

 John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission. 
 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ 
 Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

 
Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this ____day of__________, 20____ at 
or about the following time ______by the following method: ___________. 
____________________________________  
Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk. 
 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County: 
 
 ________________________________  
Mayor, Sullivan County 
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CONTINUED 
 

Item 2 
  Resolution No. 2026-06-17  

 
 

Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:________________________________  
Mayor, Sullivan County 

 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the 
__________ day of_______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time 
______________ by the following method:_________________________________. 
_________________________ 
Mayor, Sullivan County 
 

Sponsor: Commissioner Dwight King 
Cosponsors: Commissioner Darlene Calton; Commissioner David Akard; Commissioner Joyce 
Crosswhite; Commissioner John Gardner; Commissioner Mark Ireson; Commissioner Sam 
Jones; Commissioner Zane Vanover 

ACTIONS: 06/18/26 (Regular Session) 1st Reading; 06/29/26 (Called Session) No action taken 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 4 

  Resolution No. 2026-07-02 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 16th day of July 2026. 
 
RESOLUTION TO SELL COUNTY OWNED DELINQUENT TAX PROPERTIES 
 
WHEREAS, Sullivan County acquired real property through a delinquent property tax proceeding; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current amount owed against the properties is $ 762.45 for the parcel; and 
 
WHEREAS, a bid in the amount of $200.00 has been received from Tom Agnew dba Nodaway River 
Land and Cattle on the parcel; and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with T.C.A. §67-5-2507 a legal notice has been published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in Sullivan County advising the public of such bid and potential sale of land; and 
 
WHEREAS, during the ten-day period after publication, the Office of the County Mayor received no 
raised bids on such property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Delinquent Tax Committee has reviewed the delinquency period, 
location, condition, and value of the property and took into consideration the bid placed upon the 
property; and the Committee has recommended that the County accept the bid; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby approves the sale of property in the 7th Civil District 
identified as S. of Cochise Trail Tax Map 049P/D/009.00; to Tom Agnew dba Nodaday River Land and 
Cattle for $200.00 for the parcel in accordance with T.C.A. §67-5-2507. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a provision of the sale be that the buyer agrees to bring the property 
into compliance with the Sullivan County Property Maintenance Code within one year of receiving the 
deed for this property. 
 
This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage.  All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the 
same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
 
Reviewed by Chairman:  _________________________________ 

    John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission 
 

ATTEST:  ____________________________________ 
      Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

 
Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this the __________ day of 
______________________, 20____ at or about the following time _____________ by the following 
method:   _____________________________________________________________. 
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____________________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 
 
 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County:  ________________________________ 
        Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:      ________________________________ 

       Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of _______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:   

 
      ________________________________ 

                Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner Joyce Crosswhite 
Cosponsors: Commissioner Darlene Calton 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 5 

  Resolution No. 2026-07-03 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 16th day of July 2026. 
 
RESOLUTION TO SELL COUNTY OWNED DELINQUENT TAX PROPERTIES 
 
WHEREAS, Sullivan County acquired real property through a delinquent property tax proceeding; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current amount owed against the properties is $3,749.40 for the parcel; and 
 
WHEREAS, a bid in the amount of $200.00 has been received from Tom Agnew dba Nodaway River 
Land and Cattle on the parcel; and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with T.C.A. §67-5-2507 a legal notice has been published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in Sullivan County advising the public of such bid and potential sale of land; and 
 
WHEREAS, during the ten-day period after publication, the Office of the County Mayor received no 
raised bids on such property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Delinquent Tax Committee has reviewed the delinquency period, 
location, condition, and value of the property and took into consideration the bid placed upon the 
property; and the Committee has recommended that the County accept the bid; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby approves the sale of property in the 17th Civil District 
identified as Hidden Valley Road Tax Map 037E/F/012.00; to Tom Agnew dba Nodaday River Land and 
Cattle for $200.00 for the parcel in accordance with T.C.A. §67-5-2507. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a provision of the sale be that the buyer agrees to bring the property 
into compliance with the Sullivan County Property Maintenance Code within one year of receiving the 
deed for this property. 
 
This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage.  All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the 
same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
 
Reviewed by Chairman:  _________________________________ 

    John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission 
 

ATTEST:  ____________________________________ 
      Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

 
Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this the __________ day of 
______________________, 20____ at or about the following time _____________ by the following 
method:   _____________________________________________________________. 



35 
 

  
____________________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 
 
 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County:  ________________________________ 
        Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:      ________________________________ 

       Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of _______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:   

 
      ________________________________ 

                Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner Zane Vanover 
Cosponsors: Commissioner Joyce Crosswhite 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 6 

  Resolution No. 2026-07-04 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 16th day of July 2026. 
 
RESOLUTION TO SELL COUNTY OWNED DELINQUENT TAX PROPERTIES 
 
WHEREAS, Sullivan County acquired real property through a delinquent property tax proceeding; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current amount owed against the properties is $10,987.35 for the parcel; and 
 
WHEREAS, a bid in the amount of $200.00 has been received from Tom Agnew dba Nodaway River 
Land and Cattle on the parcel; and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with T.C.A. §67-5-2507 a legal notice has been published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in Sullivan County advising the public of such bid and potential sale of land; and 
 
WHEREAS, during the ten-day period after publication, the Office of the County Mayor received no 
raised bids on such property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sullivan County Delinquent Tax Committee has reviewed the delinquency period, 
location, condition, and value of the property and took into consideration the bid placed upon the 
property; and the Committee has recommended that the County accept the bid; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, assembled in Regular Session hereby approves the sale of property in the 13th Civil District 
identified as S.W. of Laurelwood Drive Tax Map 075K/C/007.00; to Tom Agnew dba Nodaday River 
Land and Cattle for $200.00 for the parcel in accordance with T.C.A. §67-5-2507. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a provision of the sale be that the buyer agrees to bring the property 
into compliance with the Sullivan County Property Maintenance Code within one year of receiving the 
deed for this property. 
 
This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage.  All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the 
same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 
 
Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
 
Reviewed by Chairman:  _________________________________ 

    John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission 
 

ATTEST:  ____________________________________ 
      Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

 
Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this the __________ day of 
______________________, 20____ at or about the following time _____________ by the following 
method:   _____________________________________________________________. 
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____________________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 
 
 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County:  ________________________________ 
        Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:      ________________________________ 

       Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of _______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:   

 
      ________________________________ 

                Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner John Gardner 
Cosponsors: Commissioner Joyce Crosswhite 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 7 

  Resolution No. 2026-07-05 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 16th day of July 2026. 

RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND BUDGET BY 
APPROPRIATING ROLLOVER AND NEW GRANT FUNDS FOR THE GEAR UP GRANT 
FROM EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY (ETSU) 

WHEREAS, Sullivan County Schools has been awarded continuing participation in the GEAR UP Grant 
program through East Tennessee State University (ETSU) to support student readiness and success; and 

WHEREAS, the GEAR UP Grant program has unspent rollover funds from the 2025-2026 fiscal year in 
the amount of $128,414.26 that need to be recognized and re-allocated into the current budget; and 

WHEREAS, ETSU has also allocated new grant funds for the 2026-2027 fiscal year in the amount of 
$130,638.00 to continue funding the program's operations, staffing, and student resources; and 

WHEREAS, the total combined amount to be appropriated into the General Purpose School Fund budget 
for the GEAR UP Grant program equals $259,052.26; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, assembled in regular session, that the General Purpose School Fund budget be amended to 
reflect the receipt and appropriation of the GEAR UP Grant funds as follows: 

Account 
Number 

Account Description Amount 

46790-725 Other Vocational $128,414.26 

46790-728 Other Vocational $130,638.00 

71300-429-725 Instructional Supplies & Mtls $21,909.26 

71300-449-725 Textbooks  $10,000.00 

71300-471-725 Software & Online Curriculum $15,000.00 
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71300-499-725 Other Supplies & Materials $5,000.00 

71300-730-725 Instructional Equipment $15,000.00 

72130-189-725 Salaries & Wages $10,287.00 

72130-201-725 Social Security $638.00 

72130-204-725 Retirement $925.84 

72130-212-725 Medicare $149.16 

72130-315-725 Transportation-Contracted Svs $19,505.00 

72130-524-725 Inservice & Professional Dev $15,000.00 

72230-355-725 Travel $15,000.00 

71300-429-728 Instructional Supplies & Mtls $23,638.00 

71300-449-728 Textbooks  $10,000.00 

71300-471-728 Software & Online Curriculum $15,000.00 

71300-499-728 Other Supplies & Materials $5,000.00 

71300-730-728 Instructional Equipment $15,000.00 

72130-189-728 Salaries & Wages $10,287.00 

72130-201-728 Social Security $638.00 

72130-204-728 Retirement $925.84 
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72130-212-728 Medicare $149.16 

72130-315-728 Transportation-Contracted Svs $20,000.00 

72130-524-728 Inservice & Professional Dev $15,000.00 

72230-355-728 Travel $15,000.00 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the 
same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 

Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
Reviewed by Chairman:  _________________________________ 

    John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission 
 

ATTEST:  ____________________________________ 
      Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

 
Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this the __________ day of 
______________________, 20____ at or about the following time _____________ by the following 
method:   _____________________________________________________________. 
  
____________________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 
 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County:  ________________________________ 
        Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:      ________________________________ 

       Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of _______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:   

 
      ________________________________ 

                Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner Zane Vanover 
Cosponsors: Commissioner Joyce Crosswhite 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 8 

  Resolution No. 2026-07-06 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 16th day of July 2026. 
 
RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE UP TO $100,000 OF SULLIVAN COUNTY 
OCCUPANCY TAX REVENUES TO FUND NECESSARY REPAIRS TO VITAL, COUNTY-
OWNED HISTORIC STRUCTURES AND SITES IN HISTORIC BLOUNTVILLE 
 
WHEREAS professional assessment of key structures significant to the history of Sulivan 
County and located withing historic Blountville have revealed immediate needed repairs to 
secure said historic structures for continued points of interest for visitors; and 
 
WHEREAS the county has obtained estimates for the cost of the needed work; and 
 
WHEREAS the needed work is an eligible use of revenue derived from the county’s occupancy 
tax. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners of Sullivan County, 
meeting in Regular Session, approves appropriation of up to $100,000 for the repair work 
listed below, said funds to come from revenue generated by the county’s occupancy tax. 
Account codes to be assigned by the Finance Department. 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the 
same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 

Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
Reviewed by Chairman:  _________________________________ 

    John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission 
 

ATTEST:  ____________________________________ 
      Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

 
Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this the __________ day of 
______________________, 20____ at or about the following time _____________ by the following 
method:   _____________________________________________________________. 
  
____________________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 
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Item 8 
  Resolution No. 2026-07-06 

 
 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County:  ________________________________ 
        Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:      ________________________________ 

       Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of _______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:   

 
      ________________________________ 

                Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner Joyce Crosswhite 
Cosponsors: Commissioner Dwight King; Commissioner David Akard; Commissioner Mark Ireson; 
Commissioner Darlene Calton; Commissioner John Gardner; Commissioner Sam Jones; Commissioner 
Zane Vanvoer 

ACTIONS: 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Board of County Commissioners 

246th Annual Session 
Item 9 

  Resolution No. 2026-07-07 
 

To the Honorable Richard S. Venable, Sullivan County Mayor, and the Board of Sullivan County 
Commissioners meeting in Regular Session this 16th day of July 2026. 
 
RESOLUTION TO MAKE A ONE-TIME CONTRIBUTION OF $50,000 TO SECOND 
HARVEST FOOD BANK OF NORTHEAST TENNESSEE TO HELP FUND THE AGENCY’S 
FOOD BACKPACK PROGRAM FOR THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR TO PROVIDE 
NUTRITIOUS MEALS TO SULLIVAN COUNTY STUDENTS IN NEED OF FOOD AT HOME 
 
WHEREAS in Sullivan County, more than 26,000 County residents, including 6,400 children, 
experience food insecurity each year; and 
 
WHEREAS that means that 1 in 5 children in Sullivan County are food insecure; and 
 
WHEREAS through the Food For Kids Backpack Program, Second Harvest Food Bank works with 
Bristol City Schools, Kingsport City Schools, and Sullivan County Schools to ensure that children in their 
respective systems, who are identified as chronically hungry, have access to nutritious food outside of 
school hours; and 
 
WHEREAS during the 2025-2026 school year, 1,395 Sullivan County children were served by Second 
Harvest Food Bank; and 
 
WHEREAS it takes more than $150,000 total to pay to serve the children covered by the Food For Kids 
program in Sullivan County; and 
 
WHEREAS a $50,000 investment, as proposed, will provide a bag of food every two weeks to 454 
Sullivan County children during the 2026-2027 school year.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Commissioners of Sullivan County, meeting in 
Regular Session, approves a one-time contribution of $50,000 to Second Harvest Food Bank for the 
agency’s Food For Kids Backpack Program during the 2026-2027 school year by appropriation of that 
amount to the agency from the county’s general fund fund balance. 

This resolution shall take effect from and after its passage. All resolutions in conflict herewith be and the 
same rescinded insofar as such conflict exists. 

Duly passed and approved this ________ day of ____________________ 2026. 
Reviewed by Chairman:  _________________________________ 

    John T. Gardner, Chairman, Sullivan County Commission 
 

ATTEST:  ____________________________________ 
      Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 

 



46 
 

Delivered to the Sullivan County Mayor or his secretary this the __________ day of 
______________________, 20____ at or about the following time _____________ by the following 
method:   _____________________________________________________________. 
  
____________________________________ 

Teresa Jacobs, County Clerk 
 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
 
Reviewed and ACCEPTED by Mayor, Sullivan County:  ________________________________ 
        Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
Reviewed and VETOED by Mayor, Sullivan County:      ________________________________ 

       Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Delivered to the Chairman of the Sullivan County Commission or his designee this the __________ day 
of _______________________, 20_____ at or about the following time ______________ by the 
following method:   

 
      ________________________________ 

                Mayor, Sullivan County 
 
 
Sponsor: Commissioner Cheryl Harvey 
Cosponsors: Commissioner Gary Stidham 

ACTIONS: 

 
 
 


